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SURVIVALS OF PREHISTORIC BACES

ur

KOUHT ATLAS AHD THE PIREIIEES

lu July laBt, wLilc TiBllimg the Parliamentary Library
at OtIAWQ, Canada, aiid ciisiially Iwking OTertlie aiimbers
of KosTMOt for I was surpriaed at meeting “vith
the following paragrapli, headed Lei F)/gmée* de la Val-
lee <x Riboj>, (New Series, vol. viii, p. 59) : «rrofcMor Mi-
guel Marutza has de*covercd in the valley of HihaM (pro-
vince of Gerona, Spain) a community of very curiuua people
whom the coantry people coJl Nutm (Dwarfs?)*. «Thoir
height does not execcd 1 ro. 10,to 1 m. 15. These Pygmios
are well buiil, and have a robust appcarancc. Their hair
iared. Their face forme &pcrf«ot square. Their cheekbones
are prominent, their jaw heavy, their nose flat, and their
eye«T whieb are slightly oblique, regemble those of the
Mongols. They hityv only a few scattered hairs oa their
face».

I could not fiod any further reference to the subject
either in KomoSj or in such other scientiiic periodicals as
I was ablo to consult; but, as Stanley had not then told
the world about his Congo dwarfs, and the subject of pyg-
mcy TUK bad not attracted the Urge uTuonnt of public
attentlou which it since Kae, it is probaWe that the para-
graph in qucBtion escaped iwtiee and has since been fo>



golteD. It uould not Lstg Iw"en miprgeited by my having get
tidings of the existence of dwarfs South <f Mount Atlas,
for my In«i servant first told me of the dwarfs wlio lived
in Alcka, fho country mdjoining liis nwn, in Jfinuurjor Fe-
bruary 1888- Hifi statements and some «onfirmationg that
had BO far coino to light, wero communicated in Sept,
1888 to tbo Geogrnphicftl Seatiim of tbo Brltiih Absocla*
tion, but wilhout any cxprc&eion of upinion on my part.

It is cxtrorooly interesting to nota that Ribat® the homo
of tho dwftrfs of tie Pyrenocs, is tlie name ofa place con-
Dccted with a dwarf tribo in ccntral Africa. In au article
in til© pQpidar Science Monthly (vol. xxxvi, p. 664, 1890)
wc aro told that «on the eliores of th© Liba is ftnathcr poo-
plo cftllcd Keiikob, nniy three or four feet high». Another
num gaTc I|)r. Koelle a rcry similar account of a tribe
called BcUan, living on the Riycr Hiha, eTidcntly the
SAiue aa Liba».

The aniiounermcnt of the survival of a dwarf r»cc in
the Eaetorn PyrenecB ho« diiriogthe prosent euinmer been
followed by snothei as rcspeels a larger prehistoric racc
in the Eastern rcccseea ofthose little known and to a Ifirge
extent iinexplored mountain».

In the I"optdar Science MonOdy, for May l0ét, p. 30,
iu an artielo entitled «Caro dwelling® of Men», we arft
told that at a recent meeting of the Royal Geograph.
Sgeicty of Madrid, Dr. Bride gave an account of bis explo-
ration in a wild district in the proyinee of Caceres, which
he represented as io]ia.bited by a strange people who speak
a cnrioto patois and Jivo bi cavca, and iaa«x<56C68iblc retreats,
They nftto a Imiry skin, and have hitherto exhibited a
strung aversion to mixing >7ith their Spanish and Portu-
gueee neighboa}*8. Kuada have been recently pushed into
the district inhabited by those Jourdejt, and they are be-
ginning to learn tbo Caatilian language, and to attend the
fairs And markets».

This announcement was not altogether unexpected by
me from my having met ten years ago, in Berthejot’s



AntiquiUiS Caflarknnei (ISfiC», a full account of a skil-
Lnr ditfcovciy, made aboat the end of the 15(1 Century,
of a caiTimnnitj’ of liarralcsa fftvages in  occluded district
ia Spain, who»© oaly religions rites ecmsietcd in their offe-
ring fruitj and flowers to their Deit/ on tlie tops oi
mountaina. As tboy were not tme believers, and vrereaot
likely to become such, as lhay cunld not speak in ao Intel,
ligible language, the only thing that conld be done with
them was to bum them It is not unlikely, m Bertliolot
soggcats, that they were surTiTala of a primitive Berber
rare, iiieh as peopled the Canary lalauds, and Korth
Africa; and we are reminded that in their oifrrings of
fruits and flowcra they rtsembled the Guanches, and also
the primitive raeos of the West Indies, and the «mpio
Toltces of Mexico, tlie followers of the divine npoitle of
pcaeo, Qiietzalcoatl.

W bat is the langaago spoken by lliesa Jowdesi Is it
counecled with Berber, or with Keltic, or with Baiqac V
The problem can easily be soired, and | tru¢t will bo
cloared ap at the proposed Coagreis at Lisbon on the 20
Sopt- In July last tlirough I>r, Leltner | drew the atten*
tiott of tho Orgiinis®ing Committee at Liabon to tho great
Diportaneo of at once communic»ting with Professor Ma-
ratza and Dr. Bride, respecting thuir discoveries in the
Kastcrn and the Western I"renees; it was urged that thfy
ehould be invited to attend, and to bring with them, if
f oaible, on& or moro ofthe Jourdos and Nains. |If these
suggestions e”n be carriod out, no doubt most intcrestiug
and importantresults will follow. It is difficulton an Ethno-
logical point of Tiew to exnggerale the importam-e of tho
discoveries of Professor Maratza and Professor Bride, for
if ihoy cau be subatantiated, (as we liavo every reai®on
tu expoet), they wi(l supply a connecting link between the
prebietoric cavedweller*, the hrownios, and the snocanny*
dwarfsmiths of i*iiropean fglklore and fniry tales with si-
milar races now existing irom mount Atlw to the Kalahari
deaort of South Afrioa.



The well known red cap ol Marocco, callod Fez, fr*nn
the cily wLci'O it is priocipally made, and »form of>*hlcL
ia worn by the Portuguese, and especially by the pcoplo
of the Aacres, is of no little internet, aa it is uaed by the
dwajf Laplanders, and mbs worn by the dwarfs of Keltic
and Teutonic tradition, who are therefore known to folklore
as Red Capf,

It is hoped that before the end of the yeara very cobi*
potent explorer wiU have reached the secluded homes of
the Allas dwarfs; but it is likely that even more importtint
diacoTeries vrill haTo been previously uiade io the Pyre-
nees, that wil be a warning to the largf* clasa tliat, being
overburthened with & little knowledge, know every thing
that ia worth kjiowing, aad therefore look on anything
outside their range a* an Imposture or a delusion, Tliftnka
to such people, Schwelnfurth and Mianl, when they annonn«
rod the cxiettTice of their dwarf Akkaa, wore set down
as Wunchnuseus. As the (xrwkter part of tho vaatunknown
country South of Mount Atlas hau never be<m visited by a
Kuropean, those who scouted the idea that there could be
there tribes of dwarfis hitherto unknown, will be effectually
sileneed should the Jourdes and the JVbtM prove to be now
in existence >slthin easy reach of health seekers and Cook’s
tourists.
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