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SURVIVALS O F  P R E H IS T O R IC  B A C E S
ur

KOUHT ATLAS AHD TH E P iR E llE E S

l u  Ju ly  laBt, wLilc TiBllmg th e  P a r lia m e n ta ry  L ib ra ry  
a t  OtlAWQ, C anada, a iid  ciisiially Iw k in g  OTer tlie  a iim b ers  
o f  KosTMOt fo r I  w as su rp riaed  a t  m ee tin g  ^vith
th e  follow ing p a ra g ra p li, h ea d e d  L e i  F)/gmée* de la  V al­
lee <?« Riboj>, (New  S e rie s , v o l. v i i i ,  p .  5 9 ) : « rro fcM o r M i­
g u e l M aru tza  h as  de*covercd in  th e  va lley  o f  HihaM (pro- 
v ince  of G erona , Spain) a  com m unity  o f  v e ry  curiuua people 
whom the  c o a n try  peop le  coJl N u t m  (D w arfs? )* . «T boir 
he ig h t does n o t execcd  1 ro. 10 , to  1 m . 1 5 . T h ese  P ygm ios 
a re  w ell b u iil ,  a n d  h av e  a  ro b u s t appcarancc . T h e ir  ha ir 
ia red . T h e ir  face form e & pcrf«o t sq u a re . T h e ir  cheekbones 
a re  p rom inen t, th e ir  j a w  heavy , th e ir  nose  flat, a n d  the ir 
eye«T w hieb a re  s lig h tly  ob lique , regem ble those  o f  the  
M ongols. T h e y  hityv  on ly  a  few  sc a tte re d  h a irs  o a  th e ir  

face».
I  could  n o t fiod  a n y  fu rth e r  re fe ren c e  to  th e  su b jec t 

e i th e r  in  K o m o S j  o r  in  such  o th e r  sc ien tiiic  period icals  as 
I  w as ab lo  to  consu lt ; b u t ,  a s  S ta n le y  h a d  n o t th e n  told 
th e  w orld ab o u t h is  C ongo dw arfs, a n d  th e  su b jec t o f  pyg- 
m c y  TfU'K b a d  n o t a t tra c te d  th e  U rg e  uTuonnt o f  public  
a tten tlo u  w hich i t  s ince  Kae, i t  is  probaW e th a t  th e  p a r a ­
g rap h  in  qucBtion escap ed  iw tiee a n d  h as  since b e e n  fo>



g ö lte  D. I t  uould n o t L s tg  Iw^en miprgeited b y  m y  h av in g  g e t 
tid ings o f  th e  ex is te n ce  o f  dw arfs S o u th  <>f M ount A tlas , 
fo r m y  In«i s e rv a n t f irs t  to ld  m e o f  th e  dw arfs w lio lived  
in  A lcka, fho  c o u n try  mdjoining liis nwn, in  J f in u u r jo r  F e ­
b ru a ry  1888- Hifi s ta tem en ts  a n d  som e «onfirm ationg tha t 
h a d  BO f a r  coino to  lig h t, w ero  com m unicated  in  S ep t, 
]8 8 8  to  tb o  G eogrnphicftl Seatiim  o f  tb o  B r l t i ih  A b s o c Ia * 

tio n , b u t w ilh o u t a n y  cxprc&eion o f  upinion o n  m y  p a r t.
I t  is  cx tro roo ly  in te re s tin g  to  no ta th a t  R ib a t^  th e  homo 

o f  th o  dwftrfs o f  t i e  P y re n o cs , is  tlie nam e o f  a  place con- 
Dccted w ith  a  d w a r f  tr ib o  in  cc n tra l A frica . I n  au  a rtic le  
in  til© p Q p id a r  Science M o n th ly  (vol. x x x v i ,  p .  6 6 4 , 1890) 
w c a ro  to ld  th a t «on the  eJiores o f  th© L ib a  is  ftnathcr poo- 
p lo  cftllcd K eiikob , nn îy  th re e  o r  four fe e t h igh» . A n o th er 
num  gaTc l ) r .  K oelle  a  r c r y  sim ila r acco u n t o f  a  tribe  
c a lle d  B cU an, liv in g  on th e  R iy c r  H iha , eT Îdcntly  the  
SAiue aa L iba» .

T h e an iio u n erm cn t o f  th e  su rv iv a l o f  a  d w a r f  r»cc in  
the  E aè to rn  PyrenecB  ho« d iir io g th e  p ro sen t euinm er been 
followed b y  sn o th e i as rc sp e e ls  a  la rg e r  p reh is to ric  racc 
in  the  E a s te rn  rcccseea o f  th o se  little  k n o w n  and  to  a  Ifirge 
e x te n t  iin ex p lo red  m ountain».

I n  th e  l^o p td a r  Science M onOdy, fo r  M a y  lûôt, p .  30 , 
iu  an  artielo  en title d  « C a ro  dwelling® o f  M en» , we arft 
told th a t a t a  re c e n t m ee tin g  o f  th e  R oyal G eograph . 
S g e ic ty  o f  M adrid , D r. B rid e  g av e  a n  account o f  b is ex p lo ­
ra tio n  in  a  w ild d is tr ic t  in  th e  p roy inee o f  C aceres, w hich 
h e  re p re se n te d  a s  io]ia.bited b y  a  s tra n g e  p eop le  w ho sp eak  
a  c n rio to  pato is a n d  Jivo b i cavca, a n d  iaa«<5C68iblc re tre a ts , 
T h e y  hftTO a  Im iry sk in , a n d  h av e  h ith e rto  ex h ib ite d  a 
s tru n g  av e rs io n  to  m ix in g  >^ith th e ir  S p an ish  a n d  P o rtu - 
gueee neighboa}*8. K uada h av e  b e e n  recen tly  p u sh e d  into 
th e  d is tr ic t  inhab ited  b y  those  Jourdejt, an d  they  a re  b e ­
g in n in g  to  le a rn  tb o  C aatilian language , and  to  a t te n d  the  
fa irs  And m a rk e ts» .

T h is  announcem en t w as n o t a lto g e th er u n ex p ec ted  b y  
m e from  m y  h a v in g  m e t te n  y e a rs  ago , in  B e rth e jo t’s



A ntiqu iU iS  C a ñ a rkn n e í  (ISfiC^, a  fu ll acco u n t o f  a  sk iI -  
Lnr d itfcovciy, m ade  a b o a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  15(1 C en tu ry , 
o f  a  caiTimnnitj’ o f  liarra lcsa fftvages in  occluded  d is tric t 
i a  S p a in , who»© o a ly  re lig io n s r ite s  ecm sietcd in  th e ir  offe­
r in g  f ru i t j  a n d  flow ers to  th e i r  D e i t /  on tlie  tops oí 
m ountaina. A s tb o y  w ere  n o t tm e  be lievers , a n d  v re re a o t 
l ik e ly  to  becom e su ch , a s  lh a y  cun ld  n o t sp e a k  in  ao  In te l, 
lig ible la n g u ag e , th e  only tb in g  th a t  co n ld  b e  done w ith  
th e m  w as to  b u m  th e m  I t  is  n o t u n lik e ly , m  B ertlio lo t 
soggcats, th a t  th e y  w ere surTiTala o f  a  p rim itive  B e rb e r  
r a re ,  iiie h  a s  p eo p led  th e  C a n a ry  la la u d s , a n d  K orth  
A fr ic a ; a n d  w e a re  rem in d ed  th a t  in  th e ir  o ifrr in g s  of 
fru its  a n d  flow cra th e y  r ts e m b le d  th e  G uanches, a n d  also  
th e  p rim itiv e  rae o s  o f  th e  W e s t  In d ie s , a n d  th e  «m pio  
T o ltces  o f  M exico , tJie fo llow ers o f  th e  d iv ine n p o itle  of 
p caeo , Q iie tza lcoa tl.

W b a t is  th e  langaago  sp o k e n  b y  lliesa J o w d e s í  I s  it 
counecled  w ith  B e rb e r , o r  w ith  K e ltic , o r  w ith  B a iq a c  V 
T h e  p rob lem  can  easily  b e  so ire d , a n d  I  tru ¿ t w ill bo 
c loared  a p  a t  th e  p ro p o sed  C o a g re is  a t L isb o n  on th e  20 
Sopt- I n  J u ly  la s t tlirough  l> r, L e l tn e r  I  d rew  th e  atten* 
tio tt o f  th o  Orgiinis^ing C om m ittee  a t  L iabon  to  th o  g re a t 
D iportaneo o f  a t  o n ce  com m unic»ting  w ith  P ro fesso r Ma- 

r a tz a  a n d  D r .  B r id e , re sp e c tin g  th u ir  d iscoveries in  the  
K astc rn  a n d  th e  W e s te rn  I ^ r e n e e s ;  i t  w as u rg e d  th a t  thf^y 
ehould  b e  in v ited  to  a t te n d , a n d  to  b r in g  w ith  th e m , i f  
f  o a ib le ,  on& o r  m oro o f  th e  J o u rd o s  a n d  N ains. I f  these  
sugg estio n s e^n  b e  ca rrio d  o u t, no d o u b t m o st in tc re s tiu g  
a n d  im p o rta n t re su lts  w ill follow. I t  is  difficult o n  an E th n o ­
log ica l p o in t o f  T iew  to exnggeraJe th e  im portam -e o f  tho 
d iscoveries o f  P ro fesso r M a ra tza  a n d  P ro fesso r B rid e , fo r 
i f  ih o y  c a u  b e  su b a tan tia ted , (a s  w e  liavo e v e ry  reai^on 
tu  expoe t), th e y  wi(I supp ly  a  co n n ectin g  l in k  betw een  the  
p reb ie to ric  cavedw eller* , th e  h row nios, a n d  th e  snocanny* 
dw arfsm ith s  o f  i^ iiropean  fg lk lo re  a n d  fn iry  ta les  w ith  s i­
m ila r  rac es  n o w  ex is tin g  iro m  m o u n t A tlw  to  th e  K alah ari 
d e a o rt o f  S o u th  A frioa.



T h e  w ell know n  re d  cap  o l M arocco , ca llod  F e z ,  fr^nn 
th e  c ily  wLci'O i t  is  p rioc ipa lly  m ad e , a n d  » fo rm  of>^hIcL 
ia w orn  b y  th e  P o rtu g u e se , and  especiaJly  b y  th e  pcoplo 
o f  th e  A  a c re s , is  o f  no little  in ternet, aa  i t  is  u aed  b y  th e  
d w a jf  L ap lan d e rs , a n d  m bs w o rn  b y  th e  d w arfs  o f  K eltic  
a n d  T eu to n ic  trad itio n , w ho are  th e re fo re  k n o w n  to  folklore 
a s  R e d  C apf,

I t  is  hoped  th a t  be fo re  th e  end  o f  th e  y e a r  a  v e ry  cobi* 
p o te n t ex p lo re r wiU h a v e  rea ch ed  th e  sec lu d ed  hom es of 
th e  A lla s  d w a rfs ; b u t i t  is lik e ly  th a t  e v e n  m o re  im port^int 
d iacoT eries vrill haTo b e e n  p rev io u sly  u iade  io  th e  P y re ­
n e e s , th a t  wiU b e  a  w arn in g  to  th e  largf^ clasa tl ia t , b e in g  
o v e rb u rth en e d  w ith  & little  k n o w led g e , kn o w  e v e ry  th ing  
th a t  ia w o rth  k jiow ing , a a d  th e re fo re  lo o k  o n  an y th in g  
ou tside th e ir  ra n g e  a* a n  Im postu re o r  a  delusion , Tliftnka 
to  su c h  peop le , S ch w eln fu rth  a n d  M ianl, w hen  th e y  annonn« 
ro d  th e  cxiettTice o f  th e ir  d w a r f  A k k a a , w ore se t dow n 
a s  W unchnuseus. A s  th e  (xrwkter p a r t  o f  th o  v aa t unknow n 
co u n try  S o u th  o f  M ount A tlas hau n e v e r  be<m v isited  b y  a 
K u ropean , th o se  w ho scou ted  the  id e a  th a t  th e re  could  be 
th e re  tr ib e s  o f  dwarfis h ith e rto  unknow n, w ill b e  effectually  
sileneed  should  th e  Jo u rd es  a n d  th e  JVbtM p ro v e  to  b e  now  
in  ex is ten ce  >s lth in  easy  re a c h  o f  h ea lth  seek e rs  a n d  C ook’s 
tou rists .
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